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The fashion and textile industry is one of

the largest and constantly growing

polluters, along with the demand for fast

fashion since the pandemic's start. The

fashion industry also emits more carbon

than international flights and maritime

shipping annually. 

   

In Singapore, textile waste generated

from the non-domestic and domestic

sectors ranged from about 189 000

tonnes in 2021. That is a 25% increase in

textile waste from 2016. Even though

there is an increase in waste, the recycling

rate remains low at 4%.   More than 90%

of the waste is sent to landfill or

incinerated. Singapore's landfill, Semakau

Landfill, is expected to run out of space by

2035 if no action is taken.   

To tackle climate change and waste,

Singapore Green Plan 2030 was launched

in 2021 as a nationwide sustainability

movement to advance sustainable

development in Singapore. The Green

Plan consists of collective action toward

climate change. 

Under the five pillars of the Green Plan,

Sustainable Living is a necessary key

target to reduce waste and resource

consumption. Sustainable Living includes

reducing the amount of waste transported

and dumped into our Semakau Landfill per

capita per day by 20% by 2026 and 30%

by 2030. 

To reduce textile waste and play our part

in responsible consumption, we hope to

educate consumers on sustainable,

circular fashion and make informed and

responsible choices on how we can be

involved individually.    
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Climate Action Week



Over the week of 19-25 September
2022, Singapore Fashion Council under
the ambit of Climate Action Week
organised by Ministry of Sustainability
and the Environment to organize
informative workshops on fashion
sustainability.  

Climate Action Week is a week-long
event that takes place annually to raise
public awareness of climate change and
sustainability. 2022's theme, "Towards a
Net Zero Future," 

looked at taking collective climate action
to achieve net zero emissions by mid-
century throughout the various sectors in
Singapore. 

Singapore Fashion Council partnered with
Ministry of Sustainability and the
Environment to push initiatives for
fashion sustainability.    

Community outreach is essential for a
greener future as through public
engagements, we aim to empower
consumers and communities respectively
to make sustainable choices. 

Image Source: Green Plan 
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Aside from our general community
engagements, we have also kickstarted
our initial education talks on fashion
sustainability for students. We were
extremely excited to interact with the
young students and teachers and raise
awareness. Through these series of talks
and workshops, we hope to foster and
nurture students to be better stewards
for a sustainable fashion future.   

To create a circular fashion economy,
each individual must take conscious steps
and actions for a sustainable, zero-waste
nation. We are proud to have taken our
first public engagement step in our
fashion sustainability journey.  
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In support of the Singapore Green Plan,
Singapore Fashion Council organized an
informative webinar and upcycling
workshop - Towards a Sustainable and
Fashionable Future with SFC. 

Held on 21 September, the virtual
webinar covered the theoretical overview
of fashion sustainability through the
journey of clothes and responsible
consumption of garments. Through this
webinar, we hope to empower consumers
with the understanding of making
conscious and sustainable fashion choices
and what we can do with our old
garments.    
   
Following the webinar, an upcycling
workshop was organized as part of a
hands-on segment for participants to
learn upcycling techniques.   

We taught participants how to transform
pre-worn garments into new items for
new uses. By repurposing and reusing
items, we can keep waste out of the
ecosystem and maximize its value for as
long as possible.  
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Keep a look out for future community
talks and workshops for both schools and
the public on our consumer portal -
Bethechange.fashion. You can also learn
about the journey of clothes and the
steps you can take to be a responsible
consumer.  
 

For potential collaborations and
partnerships, please drop us an email at
sustainability@taff.org.sg 

http://bethechange.fashion/
mailto:sustainability@taff.org.sg
mailto:sustainability@taff.org.sg
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